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Note from the Editor

It is with great excitement that we
resume the publication of the Youth
Enterprise Development Fund
Newsletter. This platform has been
created to inform, inspire, and connect,
bringing together the stories, ideas,
and opportunities that shape the

journey of youth entrepreneurship in
Kenya.

Benson Muthendi
Corporate Communication Manager

Through this quarterly publication, we
aim to share not only the Fund's
milestones and new initiatives but
also the voices and experiences of the
young people we serve. Each edition
will highlight success stories, provide
insights on enterprise
development, and showcase the
partnerships and innovations that are
helping to transform lives across the
country.

We warmly invite our staff, the youth,
and other
contributors. Whether through sharing
a success story, offering practical
business tips, writing an opinion piece,
or suggesting topics for coverage,
your input will make this newsletter

useful

readers to be active

richer and more relevant.

Together, we can build a vibrant
platform that reflects the energy,
creativity, and resilience of Kenyan
youth. We look forward to walking this
journey with you, one story at a time.




Youth Fund at the Forefront of National Youth Week
and International Youth Day Celebrations

The Youth Fund featured prominently in this year's
National Youth Week and International Youth Day
celebrations, highlighting its ongoing efforts to support
young people through access to finance, skills
development, and employment opportunities. As a key
government agency for youth empowerment, the
Fund continues to play a central role in addressing
unemployment and enabling entrepreneurship among
Kenya's youth.

During the national celebrations held on 12th August
at Masinde Muliro  University of Science and
Technology in Kakamega, President William Ruto
praised the role of institutions like YEDF in supporting
youth development. He reaffirmed his administration’s
commitment to empowering young people as key
drivers of economic transformation. Addressing
thousands of youth, government officials, and
development partners, the President noted that over
800,000 young people enter the job market each year,
underscoring the need to expand training, job creation,
and entrepreneurship programmes.

Highlighting YEDF's contribution to the Labour Mobility
Programme, the President reported that in the past 13
months, the Fund had disbursed KSh 244.8 million to
2,271 youth seeking employment abroad. During the
event, KSh 163 million was issued to 816
beneficiaries. Personal success stories illustrated the
programme’s impact. Mercy Nanzala Khanyufu used a
KSh 2 million loan to grow a mobile phone accessories
business that now employs 70 people. Obadiah
Woaluya secured a KSh 150,000 loan to work in the
United Kingdom and later returned to start businesses
for his family. In Kakamega, Moses Juma expanded his
media company with a KSh 4.3 million loan from
YEDF, now employing 87 staff.

President Ruto also outlined broader government
programmes supporting youth, including the Hustler
Fund, Climate Works, internships, vocational training,
the Affordable Housing Programme, and NYOTA. He
emphasized that young people must be equipped
with tools and opportunities to compete and succeed
in today's economy.
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President William Ruto presents a dummy cheque of KSh163 million to YEDF Labour Mobility Loan beneficiaries during International
Youth Day on August 12, 2025, at Masinde Muliro University, Kakamega.
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His Excellency President William Ruto, addresses the public
during the International Youth Day celebrations.

Cabinet Secretary for Youth Affairs, Creative Economy
and Sports, Salim Mvurya, stated that youth are an
opportunity, not a crisis, and called for unity, peace,
and resilience. Principal Secretary Fikirini  Jacobs
described the occasion as a platform to celebrate
youth achievements and promote inclusive policies
that address their needs.

The week-long celebration was launched earlier on
6th August at Pwani University in Kilifi by Deputy
President Kithure Kindiki. The launch brought together
youth organizations, students, and national leaders.
The Deputy President stressed the importance of
integrating young people into all areas of national
development. He highlighted key initiatives, including
competency-based education, expanded technical
and vocational training, and the Recognition of Prior
Learning framework.
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Deputy President Kithure Kindiki addresses the public during the launch

of the National Youth Week at Pwani University in Kilifi County.

He also announced that 400,000 youth had benefited
from the Labour Mobility Programme, while over
300,000 had been engaged through the Affordable
Housing Programme and Kazi Mtaani. During the
event, YEDF Chief Executive Officer Josiah Moriasi
encouraged youth to apply for Labour Mobility loans,
noting that the Fund provides up to KSh 300,000 per
applicant to support overseas job placement. YEDF
Board Chair Fatma Barayan was also in attendance.

Deputy President Kithure Kindiki shares a light moment with
other leaders and guests during the launch of the National
Youth Week at Pwani University in Kilifi County
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Youth Fund Financing Drives Growth for Young Matatu

Entrepreneur

When 29-year-old James Mureithi Mumo from
Katani, Mavoko, secured financing from the Youth
Enterprise Development Fund (YEDF) to purchase his
third matatu, his achievement was celebrated at the
national level. On August 8, 2025, Cabinet Secretary
for Youth Affairs, Creative Economy and Sports,
Hon. Salim Mvurya, officially flagged off the new
vehicle, marking both a personal milestone for Mr.
Mumo and a testament to the Fund’'s role in
supporting youth enterprise.

Mr. Mumo began his career in the matatu industry in
2016 as a co-owner and bought his first vehicle in
2019. With YEDF financing of KSh 3.8 million and his
own contribution of KSh 1.4 million, he has now
expanded his business with a third vehicle, which
operates under NENO Sacco on the Embu-Malindi
route. His story demonstrates how targeted
financing can empower young entrepreneurs to
grow sustainable businesses and create new jobs.

Speaking at the flag-off, Cabinet Secretary Mvurya
praised Mr. Mumo as a case study of industrious
youth, commending his resilience, consistency, and
determination as proof that “all is possible.” He
hailed the occasion as both historic and symbolic,
coinciding with National Youth Week when the
government highlights opportunities that transform
young lives. “Youth are a symbol of progress and the
leaders of today,” he said, underscoring the
importance of mentorship in guiding young

entrepreneurs.

Other officials also encouraged youth to make use of
available programmes. Principal Secretary for Youth
Affairs, Creative Economy and Sports, Mr. Fikirini
Jacobs, urged young people to seize opportunities
for empowerment, while Sports Principal Secretary,
Mr. Elijaoh Mwangi, highlighted the role of digital
platforms in unlocking new business prospects.

Cabinet Secretary for Youth Affairs, Creative Economy and Sports Hon. Salim Mvurya flags off James Mureithi Mumo's new PSV Van
at Talanta Plaza, Upper Hill. The vehicle was financed through YEDF's Asset Financing loan facility.
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YEDF Board Chairperson, Ms. Fatma Barayan, called
on Mr. Mumo to share his journey with others so that
more young people are inspired to embrace
enterprise. Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Josiah
Moriasi, reaffirmed the Fund’'s commitment to
reviewing and adapting its products to meet the
changing aspirations of youth.

The event underscored YEDF's central role in
supporting youth-owned enterprises and promoting
economic growth. Through its Asset Financing
Facility and other programmes, the Fund has
enabled thousands of young people to acquire
productive assets that strengthen their businesses
and create jobs.
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Cabinet Secretary for Youth Affairs and Creative Economy, Hon. Salim Mvurya (in a cap) con

PS Youth Affairs and Creative Economy, Jacobs Fikirini (L)
congratulates James Mureithi Mumo at Talanta Plaza during
the flag-off ceremony
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For Mr. Mumo, the acquisition of his third matatu is
not only a personal triumph but also an opportunity
to create employment along the Embu-Malindi route.
His journey illustrates how determination, combined
with the right institutional support, can turn ambition
into lasting progress for both individuals and
communities.

CS Salim Mvurya hands over a dummy car key to YEDF
beneficiary James Mumo as other senior officials look on.
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YEDF CEO Calls for Bold County-Level Action to
Empower Youth and Women Enterprises at Kericho

Investment Summit
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Kericho County Governor, Dr. Eric Mutai (right), and Senator for Kericho County, Hon. Aaron Cheruiyot (holding microphone), join
Youth Enterprise Development Fund (YEDF) Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Josiah Moriasi, MBS (center), in presenting a ceremonial
cheque worth Kshs. 9.8 million to successful youth applicants in Kericho County

The Chief Executive Officer of the Youth Fund, Mr.
Josiah Moriasi, MBS, urged county governments to
adopt bold and targeted policies that promote the
economic inclusion of youth and women. He was
speaking on 25w July, 2025, at the Kericho County
Enterprise and Investment Summit, where he
addressed the topic “Youth, Women, and Inclusive
Enterprise.” Mr. Moriasi stressed that empowering
young people and women is not just an issue of
fairness, but a vital strategy for driving national
development. He stated that Kenya's greatest
resource is not its minerals or land, but its people, and
explained that unlocking the entrepreneurial potential
of youth and women creates a multiplier effect that
can lift entire communities out of poverty.
—— T

Investment Summit exhibition.

Mr. Moriasi outlined YEDF's impact in financing over
1.3 million youth-owned businesses across the
country, with more than Kshs. 15 billion disbursed
since 2006. In Kericho County, over 6,000 youth
entrepreneurs have benefited from loans totaling KSh
390 million. These investments have contributed to
growth in agribusiness, retail, and the creative
economy. He also announced the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding between YEDF and
the Kericho County Government. The agreement aims
to strengthen cooperation in youth entrepreneurship,
business training, and financial inclusion. It will
support the development of enterprise hubs, business
opportunity mapping, and joint financing of youth
projects in key sectors.
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IMr. Moriasi called on county governments to simplify
licensing processes, allocate affordable spaces for
business, enforce the 30 percent AGPO procurement
rule, and protect informal youth and women traders
from harassment during urban development. He noted
that many young people remain unbanked,
unsupported, and overlooked in the informal economy.
He challenged policymakers to design cities,
programs, and regulations that include and uplift
them.

He reaffirmed YEDF's commitment to working with
counties by offering affordable loans,  skills
development, market access, and labour mobility
support. He stressed that economic progress must
reach those with the least, and said that every
empowered youth or woman helps to build a more
inclusive and just economy.

Quoting singer Celine Dion, Mr. Moriasi said that every
boy and girl, as they come into this world, bring the
gift of hope and inspiration. He concluded with a call
for society to nurture that hope through enterprise,
innovation, and  opportunity, and urged all
stakeholders to build a future where no entrepreneur
is left behind.

During the closing ceremony of the summit, YEDF
issued cheques worth KSh 9.8 million to successful
youth applicants in Kericho County. This affordable
credit will enable young entrepreneurs to start and
expand their businesses, helping to create jobs and
stimulate economic growth in the region.

‘ ‘ Kenya’s greatest resource is not its

minerals or land, but its people, and
unlocking the entrepreneurial potential of
youth and women creates a multiplier
effect that can lift entire communities out

of poverty. ,,

YEDF CEO Josiah Moriasi delivering the keynote address during the Kericho County Enterprise and Investment Summit
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YEDF and FAO Pilot Agripreneurship Training for Youth

Fund Staff

In a move to strengthen support for youth-led
agribusiness, the Youth Fund, in partnership with the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO) of the United
Nations, conducted a five-day pilot training
programme in Naivasha in early August 2025. The
initiative introduced a newly developed Sustainable
Agripreneurship  Training  Curriculum  aimed at
equipping YEDF staff with the skills and tools needed
to train young agripreneurs in selected counties.

The pilot brought together 31 officers from YEDF for
intensive sessions held from 4th to 8th August. The
curriculum, designed for youth with one to three years
of experience in agribusiness, addresses key
challenges such as market access, product
development, commercialization, and scaling. Through
this pilot, YEDF staff were trained as master trainers
who will cascade the knowledge to youth
entrepreneurs in their counties.

Structured around eight modules, the curriculum
combines entrepreneurial theory with practical
application. It emphasizes identifying unmet needs,
testing ideas, refining products, and responding to
market feedback. Each trainee was guided in the use
of a business concept development tool referred to as
a Logbook, which will be used to support youth in
creating actionable, growth-oriented business plans.

YEDF Human Resource Officer, Dahabo Atikiya, making a
presentation during the training programme in Naivasha.

YEDF officers review training materials during a practical session
on the Sustainable Agripreneurship Curriculum in Naivasha.

The selected counties for the pilot rollout include
Kajiado, Meru, Taita Taveta, Kakamega, Nyandarua,
and Trans Nzoia. These areas were chosen for their
potential in key agricultural value chains such as dairy,
livestock, beekeeping, horticulture, and edible oils.
Following the training, the YEDF officers will lead an
eight-week programme targeting young agripreneurs,
supported by a three-month mentorship phase to
ensure continued guidance and enterprise growth.

Mr. Benedict Atavachi, Acting Director of Corporate
Services at YEDF, remarked that the programme
represents a shift from short-term training models to
long-term  capacity  building. He noted that
empowering staff to train youth directly ensures
sustainability and deeper impact at the grassroots
level. “Strategic partnerships like this one with FAO is
an investment in the future of our youth. It will enable
us to provide world-class training that transforms
young people from job seekers into job creators and
economic contributors,” he said.
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FAO facilitator, Maxime Robin, leads a session during the pilot training programme.

FAO representative Mohammed Naeim praised the
depth of the curriculum and its potential to drive
meaningful change. He noted that the programme
blends enterprise development with sustainability and
food security goals. “This curriculum represents a
comprehensive approach to building sustainable
agribusinesses that create both economic value and
positive environmental impact, while addressing food
security challenges facing our communities,” he
stated.

One of the participants, Dhahabo Atikiya, described
the experience as timely and practical. She observed
that the curriculum had strengthened her capacity to
walk alongside young entrepreneurs and help them
build businesses with purpose and resilience.

five-day pilot training in Naivasha.

‘ Strategic partnerships like this one with
FAO is an investment in the future of
our youth. It will enable us to provide
world-class training that transforms
young people from job seekers into job
creators and economic contributors , ,

The partnership between the Youth Enterprise
Development Fund and FAO is a mutual commitment
to strengthening youth participation in the agricultural
sector. Equipping trainers with the appropriate skills
and resources has established a strong foundation for
the delivery of effective agripreneurship training. With
this structure in place, both institutions are positioning

the programme for future expansion into additional
counties and agricultural value chains.
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Participants in the YEDF-FAO Sustainable Agripreneurship Training Programme pose with their certificates at the conclusion of the
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Youth Fund Strengthens Stakeholder Partnerships in
North Eastern Kenya

The Youth Fund stepped up its engagement efforts in the North
Eastern region in July 2025 with a multi-day stakeholder tour
aimed at strengthening partnerships and improving access to
youth enterprise opportunities. The visit focused on Garissa
County, where a team led by Mr. Benson Muthendi, Corporate
Communications Manager, held a series of high-level meetings
with government administrators, Muslim religious leaders, and
local media representatives. The goal was to address barriers
limiting youth participation in enterprise development and to build
stronger collaborative frameworks for the region.

In discussions with the County Commissioner and senior
administration  officers, the YEDF team presented a
comprehensive overview of its programmes and their role in
reducing unemployment through entrepreneurship. The meetings
also highlighted several persistent challenges affecting the
Fund's work in the region, including limited awareness of its
products, staffing gaps, and difficulties in accessing remote
areas. In  response, County Commissioner Mohammed
Mwabudzo pledged to support YEDF by providing transport for
outreach, assigning additional staff to accompany the Fund's
officers, and directing local administrators to include YEDF
messaging in their barazas and community forums.

The Fund also engaged Muslim religious leaders to clarify
misconceptions, foster trust, and explore new ways to align
enterprise development with Islamic values. The discussions
emphasized shared principles such as youth self-reliance, work
ethic, and economic dignity.

Building on this understanding, the Fund committed to work with
religious leaders to develop Sharia-compliant financing options
that would make its programmes more accessible to Muslim
youth.

Recognizing the media's influence in shaping public
awareness, the YEDF team convened a roundtable with
local editors, journalists, and managers of vernacular
radio stations. The session focused on strengthening
communication strategies to increase visibility for YEDF
initiatives and to showcase success stories from youth
beneficiaries. Proposals included radio talk shows,
testimonials, spot messages, and youth-focused features
in local languages. Media leaders welcomed the idea and
expressed readiness to co-produce impactful content
such as documentaries and enterprise profiles that could
inspire more young people to take advantage of YEDF
opportunities.

his broad-based stakeholder engagement is expected to
expand YEDF's reach in the region by increasing
awareness, improving service delivery, and creating a
supportive environment for youth enterprise. The initiative
also forms part of YEDF's wider strategy to extend its
services to marginalized and underserved regions
through partnerships that respect cultural contexts and
respond to local realities.

At the close of the visit, Mr. Muthendi reaffirmed the
Fund's commitment to working with all stakeholders to
ensure equitable access to youth empowerment
programmes. He emphasized that no region should be
left behind in the quest to unlock the entrepreneurial
potential of Kenya's young people and build resilience in
local economies.

YEDF officers meet Garissa leaders and Muslim clerics to strengthen youth enterprise opportunities and tackle barriers to

entrepreneurship in the region.
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ExecutiveKE Caucus Brings CEOs Together to Address
Youth Concerns

The inaugural ExecutiveKE Caucus, a significant CEOs
conclave, convened on 18 July, 2025 at the Kenyatta
International Convention Centre in response to
growing youth concerns nationwide. The caucus
brought together Chief Executive Officers from State
Corporations, Constitutional Commissions,
Independent Offices, and Statutory Bodies to discuss
pressing issues affecting young Kenyans, challenges
that have recently contributed to nationwide unrest
and the urgent need for interventions.

Mr. Josiah Moriasi CEOQO of the Youth Fund and
Chairperson of the ExecutiveKE Caucus, opened
discussions by emphasizing the need for collective,
coordinated action. "The voices of our youth cannot be
ignored,"” Mr. Moriasi affirmed. "Their recent actions
are an urgent reminder that we, as leaders, must not
only listen but also actively respond with sustainable
solutions."

YEDF CEO Josiah Moriasi

Their recent actions are an urgent
reminder that we, as leaders, must
not only listen but also actively , ,

respond with sustainable solutions.

The caucus presentations focused on understanding
Generation Z and the critical factors driving youth
unrest which include the high cost of living, loss of
public trust in government, perceived corruption, and
rampant unemployment. Limited access to affordable
financing, particularly  for entrepreneurship and
business ventures, emerged as another significant
barrier. Discussions emphasized that meaningful,
multi-sectoral  dialogue, including genuine youth
representation and a firm commitment to implement
outcomes, is essential for progress.

National Youth Council CEO, Gloria Wawira

Leaders identified a critical gap in structured career
guidance, noting that youth often prioritize perceived
job security over individual passions and talents. The
caucus stressed the urgent need to bridge the
disconnect between academic training and market
realities by focusing on careers relevant to emerging
job markets. The crucial role of the private sector in job
creation was highlighted due to its agility and less
bureaucratic approach.

Key interventions and recommendations included
initiating a national conversation to rebuild national
ethos, leveraging existing initiatives to better support
youth, and establishing robust capacity building and
mentorship programs. Improved communication about
existing opportunities for young people was also
identified as a priority.

The executives committed to implementing immediate
interventions and translating these discussions into
actionable policies and programs that directly address
the needs of youth.

KBC Managing Director Agnes Kalekye
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FIFA Referee Stephen Yiembe Commends Government

and Youth Fund for Support

FIFA Elite Referee Stephen Eleazar Onyango Yiembe
paid a courtesy call to the Chief Executive Officer of
the Youth Enterprise Development Fund (YEDF), Mr.
Josiah Moriasi, on his return from the 2025 FIFA Club
World Cup in the United States. Yiembe expressed
his gratitude to government leaders for their
support, which enabled him to participate in one of
the most prestigious tournaments in world football.

His journey to the Club World Cup had faced an
unexpected challenge when he encountered delays
in securing a visa. Through the swift intervention of
Cabinet Secretary for Youth Affairs, Creative
Economy and Sports, Hon. Salim Mvurya, Principal
Secretary for Sports, Mr. Elijah Mwangi, Principal
Secretary for Youth Affairs and the Creative
Economy, Mr. Fikirini Jacobs, Principal Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, Dr. A. Korir Sing’Oei, and YEDF CEOQ,
Mr. Moriasi, he was able to travel in time for the
competition.

‘ What seemed like a setback became
an opportunity because of the belief
and action of our government leaders

“What seemed like a setback became an
opportunity because of the belief and action of our
government leaders,” Yiembe said. “Thanks to their
intervention, | had the honor of representing Kenya
on one of the biggest stages in world football.”

At the tournament, Yiembe officiated two high-
profile matches: Inter Milan versus Urawa Red
Diamonds in Seattle, and Real Madrid versus RB
Salzburg in Philadelphia. He described these fixtures
as career highlights and a milestone for Kenyan
officiating on the global stage.

Earlier in 2025, Yiembe served as Second Assistant
Referee in the CAF Champions League Final
between Pyramids FC of Egypt and South Africa’s
Mamelodi Sundowns in Cairo. He also worked as a
Video Assistant Referee (VAR) at the 2024 African
Nations Championship (CHAN), co-hosted by Kenya,
Uganda, and Tanzania, where he was one of three
Kenyan officials appointed by the Confederation of
African Football.

FIFA Elite Referee Stephen Eleazar Onyango Yiembe (right)
presents memorabilia from the 2025 FIFA Club World Cup to
YEDF CEO Josiah Moriasi.

Receiving him at the Youth Fund offices in Nairobi,
Mr.  Moriasi commended Yiembe's  humility,
professionalism, and dedication. “Stephen is a
remarkable example of what can be achieved when
talent meets opportunity,” he said. “His return to
express gratitude reminds us of the impact
responsive leadership can have in shaping futures.”

Yiembe began his refereeing career in 2012 and
earned his FIFA badge in 2018. Since then, he has
officiated in elite competitions including the Africa
Cup of Nations, FIFA World Cup qualifiers, and the
Olympics. He encouraged young people to engage
with government institutions when in need of
support, noting that his own journey showed the
value of collaboration and trust.

“My story shows that public institutions are there to
help,” he said. “I will continue doing my best to
represent Kenya with pride.”
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YEDF, IYF Partnership to Expand Opportunities

The Chief Executive Officer of the Youth Fund, Mr.
Josiah  Moriasi, hosted the Chairman of the
International Youth Fellowship (IYF), Rev. Yo Han
Kim, at YEDF headquarters in Nairobi for discussions
on possible areas of partnership.

Rev. Kim outlined IYF's ongoing initiatives, including
the Free Weekend Academy, where 5,000 young
people are currently enrolled in a three-month
training program. The academy offers practical
courses such as videography, photography, digital
marketing, catering, and beauty therapy, among
others. The program aims to equip young people
with skills that are immediately applicable in the job
market or for self-employment.

The discussions centered on ways YEDF could
support IYF trainees by complementing their
technical skills training with entrepreneurship
education, mentorship, incubation, financing, and
access to markets. This, the leaders agreed, would
help young people not only gain skills but also turn
them into viable income-generating ventures.

(seated second right).

YEDF officers led by CEO Josiah Moriasi (seated second left) pose or a photo with the IYF team led by Chairman Rev. Yo Han Kim

“ YEDF'’s mission is to unlock the
potential of Kenyan youth. By
partnering with IYF, we can create
a more holistic empowerment
model, where young people not only
acquire skills but also get the
financing, mentorship, and market
linkages to thrive. , ,

Speaking at the meeting, Mr. Moriasi noted that
partnerships with organizations like IYF are key to
scaling impact. “YEDF's mission is to unlock the
potential of Kenyan youth. By partnering with IYF,
we can create a more holistic empowerment model,
where young people not only acquire skills but also
get the financing, mentorship, and market linkages
to thrive.”

Rev. Kim echoed the sentiment, praising YEDF for its
role as an affirmative action fund. “The youth we are
training at the Weekend Academy have passion and
talent. With YEDF's support, we can help them go
beyond learning skills to becoming job creators and
entrepreneurs.”
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Quick News

EDF and Partners Enroll Youth for Fish Farming

n an effort to strengthen 1ood Security and Nutrition,
the Youth Fund in collaboration with Aquaculture
Barn and KCB, is enrolling 21 youth groups in
Kisumu County into fish cage farming.

The initiative directly engages about 300 youth,
organized into two cohorts. Each cohort, comprising
10-11 groups, accesses up to Ksh. 1 million in loans
to establish fish cages, rear fish, and repay the
financing from proceeds after harvest and sale.

Aquaculture Barn, an innovative hub specializing in
fish farmers’ training, leads mentorship and provides
continuous technical support to the groups. YEDF
facilitates market linkages, ensuring sustainable
income generation and integration into the fish value
chain.

EDF and MSEA in Potato Farming Initiative

MSEA, successfully launched the first cohort initial
programme engagement of potato farming under
the "Shamba ni Thamana" initiative.

The project, implemented under the Fund'’s
Commercial Infrastructure arm, aimed to support
230 youth across 23 groups to acquire or lease half
an acre each for the cultivation of Markies variety
potatoes.

An international brand committed to offtake the
entire projected output of 460 tonnes.

To support this venture, the Fund provided up to KES
2.3 million in financing through its standard group
loan products, alongside business development
services.

YEDF Joins President at Annual Tree Growing
Event

The Youth Enterprise Development Fund joined His
Excellency Dr. William Samoei Ruto, President of the
Republic of Kenya, senior government officials, CEOs
of state corporations, community members, and
learners in the 9th Edition of the Kaptagat Forest
Annual Tree Growing Event held at Simotwo Boys
High School in Keiyo South, Elgeyo Marakwet
County. The Fund contributed 3,000 tree seedlings in
support of the national tree growing campaign,
which targets the planting of 15 billion trees by
2032.

Speaking at the event, President Ruto reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to this environmental
goal. “We are going to plant 15 billion trees, and we
are on track. So far, we have planted over 850
million. These trees will guarantee us clean air,
restore river flow, and help prevent our water
sources from drying up,” he said.

EDF Partners with HOPs UK for Foreign Jobs

The Youth Fund, in conjunction with HOPs UK and
Diaspora_KE, participated in the recruitment of
Seasonal Workers to work in the UK under the
Mkulima Majuu Program.

The Fund, led by its Credit, Risk and Recovery
Manager, Mr. Samuel Njue, took the opportunity to
take the candidates through the labour mobility loan
application process. YEDF financed the Seasonal
Workers for their visas, air tickets, and upkeep fees
through its labour mobility loan. Youth could access
up to Kshs. 300,000.

The recruitment took place at the Eldoret, Kitale, and
Meru National Polytechnics.
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Quote of the Quarter

“ As a youth champion, | believe deliberate and consistent
investment in young people is the greatest act of patriotism.
We must create platforms that spark opportunity, drive
innovation, and fuel purpose.
We will raise a generation that leads with courage, dignity,
and conviction. | remain committed to this mission.
God bless the youth of Kenya. , ,

Hon. Fatma Barayan
Chairperson, Youth Enterprise Development Fund Board
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