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Be Pro-active in taking up loans, youth urged 

K inangop, Friday January 20. 
The Cabinet Secretary for 
Public Service, Youth and Gen-

YEDF Chairman, Mr. Ronald Osumba addressing Graduants  

 

Thumbs up: Cabinet Secretary for Public Service, Youth and Gender Affairs, 
Ms. Sicily Kariuki congratulates youth for accessing youth fund loans 

der Affairs Ms. Sicily Kariuki has urged youth 
and women to be proactive in taking up loans 
from the affirmative funds. She said that the 

government had set up these funds to 
provide easy and accessible loans to 
help them start and expand businesses. 
She congratulated those who had taken 
the loans, urging them to be ambassa-
dors of the funds especially in encourag-
ing others to borrow. “ I salute the thou-
sands of youth who have taken ad-
vantage of government programs, I now 
ask you to be ambassadors and encour-
age others to borrow” she said. Ms. Ka-
riuki was speaking while presiding over 
the #Hudumamashinani sensitization 
program at Engineer, Kinangop Constitu-
ency.  

The Huduma Mashinani sensitization pro-
gram is an initiative launched by the 
Ministry of Public Service, Youth and 
Gender Affairs early this year. It seeks 
to sensitize the public about government 
programs and provide services to the 
people at the grassroots. The program 
targets to reach the public at the constit-
uency level across the 47 counties. The 
program has so far been carried out in 
Nairobi, Nyandarua, Nyeri, Embu, Meru, 
Kisii and Nyamira Counties.   

It’s a Job like any other! 
M any young people may not wish to venture into a busi-

ness like theirs. It has often been stigmatized and asso-
ciated with death. According to the chairman of the 

enterprise, Mr. Boniface Nyakina, some people think that they 
wish for people to pass away so that they can make money. Yet 
this is not true, they believe that theirs is a business like any oth-
er and of great importance in the community. In addition, it is a 
source of income for young people who want to work hard and 
make a living. 

Just like the name suggests, Masandukuni Youth Group based in 
Nakuru West constituency is involved in making and selling of 
coffins. In addition, they also sell flowers, and dig graves. The 

 

Member of Masandukuni Youth Group at their workshop 
Continued on page 2 
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group started their business in the 
year 2010 with 13 members. The 
members were previously doing 
individual businesses which were not 
yielding much profit. They decided 
to come together to form a one stop 
shop that provides funeral services 
to the bereaved. 

According to Mr. Nyakina, working 
together as a group has not been 
difficult because members have 
common interests and goals. In ad-
dition, members have a variety of 
skills that have enriched the busi-
ness. “We have members who are 

Continued from page 1 

It’s a Job like any other! 
skilled in digging graves, designing and build-
ing of coffins while others grow and arrange 
flowers” says Nyakina. He attributes the success 
of the business to good quality products and 
excellent customer service. “Our customers are 
those from within Nakuru West Constituency. 
We strive to provide them with timely and qual-
ity services so that in return they can market our 
business through word of mouth” he says. 

Building the business has not been easy for 
them, it has had its own challenges. To overcome 
them, the group ensures that they hold regular 
meetings, keep records and abide by their con-
stitution that guides all their activities. Mr. Nya-

Youth to get business loans in two weeks 
 

Youth Fund Board Chairman Ronald Osumba presents a bale of 
Maize flour to a resident affected by the fire tragedy  

kina is grateful for the support received 
from the Youth Fund. “We appreciate the 
Youth Fund for walking with us in our 
journey as young entrepreneurs. We 
have benefited from Kshs. 100,00 group 
loans and entrepreneurship training” he 
says. 

Mr. Nyakina is encouraging young peo-
ple to engage in business as a means of 
making a living. “Sometimes white collar 
jobs may not come by but there is always 
a way to use your skills to earn a living 
through business” he says. 

N airobi, Friday January 6. Youth will now be able 
to get loans from the Youth Enterprise Develop-
ment Fund within two weeks of application, down 

from two months. Board chairman Ronald Osumba said 
that this was achieved by analyzing the loan processing 
procedures, eliminating duplications and mitigating de-
lays.”I am proud to note the progress we have made 
towards making the Fund more efficient, relevant and 
impactful”, he added. 

The chairman urged youth to take up YEDF loans in order 
to empower themselves economically. He called on youth to 
form groups as it is one of the best and easiest ways accessing 

funding for business startups.  

He added that the group loans being offered by the Youth Fund 
are easy to access considering that they are interest  free and no 
collateral is needed, thus making it more flexible and realistic 
“Members within a group are accountable to each other, hence 
they keep each other on track ,share ideas  and encourage each 
other”, he said.  

Mr. Osumba was speaking in Mabatini area of Mathare 
constituency while presenting assorted food stuffs and 
beddings to area residents who were affected by fire 
tragedy which left over 500 houses burnt and over 1000 
families homeless. “As an institution we empathize and rec-
ognize the pain of being homeless and are aware that 
majority of the affected are youth, women and young chil-
dren who are key investors in the economic and social de-
velopment of our country. With the right support, they can 
positively transform their community” he noted. 

Mr. Osumba added that the Fund is encouraging loan up-
take through sensitization and entrepreneurship training 
which it has intensified recently. He said that operations at 
county level were being consolidated thus easing the com-
munication breakdown between YEDF Officers and youth 
at this level. “This will help our youth in accessing YEDF 
programs within a shorter period of time within their locali-
ty, he added”. 

Speaking in the same forum, Youth Fund CEO Josiah Mori-
asi noted that so far Kshs.18 million had been disbursed to 
470 youth owned enterprises in Mathare Constituency and 
appealed to beneficiaries to repay their loans promptly so 
that more Kenyans can benefit. He urged the youth to visit 
the Fund’s offices countrywide to get information on how 
they can benefit from YEDF. 
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N yamira, Saturday January 28: The Youth Fund 
CEO Josiah Moriasi has urged young people to inter-
act with the Fund and provide feedback that will be 

used to improve service delivery. He said that that Fund 
would like to provide services that are responsive to the 
needs of youth entrepreneurs and this can only be possible if 
young people engage. "We want young people to talk to us 
through various platforms such as this sensitization program 
and give us feedback that will be used to develop products 
and services that meet their needs as young entrepreneurs" 
he said. 

Mr. Moriasi also urged youth to take up loans from the fund 
to start and expand businesses in order to gain economic 
independence. He was concerned at the low uptake of loans 

 We need your feedback, says Moriasi  
 

YEDF CEO Josiah Moriasi addressing the public during the sen-
sitization forum at Bunyunyu Market, Nyamira County  

despite availability of funds. He said that the government had set 
aside these funds specifically for youth in recognition of their role 
in the economic development of the country. He acknowledged 
that youth in the rural areas were not accessing these funds due to 
lack of information. " It is for this reason that the fund has 
launched a comprehensive sensitization program that will ensure 
that this information reaches youth at the grassroot" he said. He 
encouraged those who have borrowed to use the money for the 
intended purpose and repay so that other youth can borrow. 

Mr. Moriasi was speaking at Bunyunyu Market, North Mugirango 
Constituency during the #Hudumamashinani sensitization forum in 
Nyamira County. Other speakers at the forum included the CEO 
of Women Enterprise Fund Charles Mwirigi, CEO of Uwezo Fund 
Joseph Kirubi, CEO of the National Government Affirmative Ac-
tion Fund Ms. Magdalene Kipkenei and Mr. Mabea representing 
the Director General for the National Youth Service. They urged 
youth and women to take up opportunities available at the af-
firmative funds.  

Part of the crowd that turned up at Bunyunyu market 

T he Youth Fund has carried 
out pre-departure trainings 
for 200 youth who have 

secured jobs in Qatar, Dubai and 
Bahrain. The youth will take up 
jobs as electricians, drivers, and 
security guards for a renewable 
contract period of two years.  

The trainings took place on 17th, 
18th and 31st January at various 
venues in Nairobi and Mombasa. 
They were conducted in partner-
ship with the recruiting agencies 
Elmavale, Khobesha, and magtech 
Ltd. The topics covered included 
culture adaptation, employment 

YEDF trains 200 youth for jobs abroad 
contract and contract review, banking and 
money management, Consular and Em-
bassies services, developing positive atti-
tude towards work among others. 

The Youth Fund through its Youth Employ-
ment Scheme Abroad (YESA) mandate 
seeks to facilitate export of skills of young 
people not currently employed locally but 
required abroad. The Fund works closely 
with accredited recruiting agencies and 
relevant government ministries to market 
skills, facilitate pre-departure training 
and provide migration loans. Since incep-
tion the Fund has facilitated over 20, 000 
youth access jobs in the international mar-
ket. 

 

Youth discussing during one of the pre-
departure training sessions at the YEDF Board-

room 
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“Thank your customer for  
complaining and mean it. Most 
will never bother to complain. 
They will just walk away.”  

Marilyn Suttle  

Women encouraged to do great things! 

N airobi, Monday January 30: The Principal Secre-
tary for Gender in the Ministry of Public Service, Youth 
and Gender Affairs Ms. Zeinab Hussein has encour-

aged young women to rise up and do great things in the world. 
She said that everyone has innate power to do great things 
and must discover theirs. " As a Kenyan you have great poten-
tial to rise above the world and the Cabinet Secretary for For-
eign Affairs Ambassador Amina Mohammed is a good exam-
ple", she said. 

Ms. Zeinab Hussein said that the affirmative funds will 
work together and schedule monthly trainings to ensure women 
entrepreneurs have the relevant skills and knowledge to suc-
ceed. She said that the Ministry is in negotiations with African 
Development Bank to support capacity building for women 
entrepreneurs, including young women. 

Ms. Zeinab was speaking at Luke Hotel in roysambu constituen-
cy, during a capacity building seminar for women organised 
by the affirmative funds; Youth Enterprise Development Fund, 
Women Enterprise Fund, Uwezo Fund and the National Gov-
ernment Affirmative Action Fund in Roysambu. The forum sought 

 

PS Zeinab Hussein visiting exhibitors on the sidelines of the 
workshop 

to encourage women to take up certification of products as a 
step towards formally accessing local and regional markets. It 
also served as a platform for them to network and share ex-
periences. 

E mbu, Saturday January 21: 
Youth Fund Board Director Julie 
Waweru has encouraged young 

people to take up Youth Fund loans to 
do business in order to gain economic 
independence. She said that the Fund 

Youth asked to take up loans 

was offering affordable loans and other 
business support services to help youth 
start and expand businesses. “I encour-
age youth to form and register youth 
groups for easy access of loans. We 
have officers on the ground who will help 
you to fill applications forms and equip 
you with business skills through training” 
she said. Ms. Waweru was speaking dur-
ing the #Hudumamashinani sensitization 
program that took place at Runyenjes 
Stadium in Embu County. 

Speaking at the same event, Youth Fund 
CEO Josiah Moriasi encouraged young 

Board director Julie Waweru giving her 
address  

people to use their creativity and talents to 
establish businesses that will also employ 
fellow youth. He said that young people 
have creative ideas and with the right sup-
port can turn them into viable business ven-
tures that will also contribute to the social 
and economic development of the country. 
“We will work with other institutions to devel-
op products targeting youth in various econ-
omies including those in the creative econo-
my. He said. 

Mr. Moriasi also encouraged youth to take 
up more loans noting that the Fund has so far 
disbursed Kshs. 17.4 Million benefiting 3634 
youth in Runyenjes Constituency. 

He asked youth to make use of the huduma 
services being provided at the event espe-
cially in taking up national identification 
cards which are necessary to access govern-
ment services.  

 


