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REMARKS BY MR. RONALD OSUMBA, CHAIRMAN OF THE 

YOUTH ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT FUND BOARD, DURING 

THE NATIONAL OLYMPIC TRIALS HELD AT KIPCHOGE KEINO 

STADIUM, ELDORET, ON 1ST JULY 2016 

 
Protocol 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Good afternoon.  

I’m honored to speak in what is arguably the most important event in 

the world. Olympic trials in Kenya produce the winners of many medals 

at the Olympic Games. Majority of those who have been selected in this 

event will definitely win a medal at the Olympics, many of them gold. 
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The whole world is focused on this event. World champions have their 

eyes trailed on this event to know who their competitors will be. Indeed 

it has been said in the past that the hardest obstacle for a Kenyan athlete 

is the Kenyan trials. The world stage is much easier.  

As a person working with young people I feel fulfilled to note the 

contribution of our youth to our nation. Indeed all the competitors in 

this event, who will then win medals for our nation, are young people. 

And because Kenya is a world beater in athletics, we can safely say that 

our youth have the greatest ability in the world.  

During the 2015 World Athletics Championships that were held in 

Beijing, China, Kenya topped the medal table out of the 205 IAAF 

member countries and territories that participated. This clearly places 

sports as the number one selling point for our nation.  



3 | P a g e  
 

And it is a challenge to all other sectors to emulate sports. Supposing all 

other sectors performed as well as our sports. Imagine a scenario where; 

 Our tourism sector was number one in the world 

 Where our politics was the most outstanding 

 Where our academic institutions, banks, research centers etc were 

world leaders 

 Where our teachers, doctors, engineers, public servants, farmers, 

politicians and businessmen and women sat at the world high 

table and had our national anthem played in world forums…. 

If we achieved this we shall have reached the Promised Land.  

I am therefore challenging every institution and every individual in 

Kenya to benchmark with our sportsmen and women be the best that 

the world can give.  
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On my part I have promised to turn around the Youth Enterprise 

Development Fund, whose board I chair, so that its performance can 

measure to that of our athletes.  

Ladiesand gentlemen, 

We have once in while read sad stories of our athletes languishing in 

poverty, or sick and unable to afford the cost of treatment. I urge our 

athletes to make wise investments while they are still active. The Youth 

Enterprise Development Fund is willing to work with Athletics Kenya 

and other sports associations to build the entrepreneurial capacity of our 

sportsmen and women. There are numerous business opportunities in 

the sports industry such as sports marketing; broadcasting; athlete 

representation; event management; and media relations.  
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Others are Videography, photography, Memorabilia Sales, Sports 

League Organizing, Sports Camp Organizing and many more.  

The Fund is also ready to work together with the sports sector to map 

out these business opportunities and support our youth to take 

advantage of them so that they can secure their livelihood when they 

will no longer be active on the track.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I would like to call upon those of us charged with the responsibility of 

promoting the talents and developing the capacity of our youth to be 

true to the calling of our duty. To take honour before gain, and public 

good before private advantage.  

When we do not do our best, we consciously chose to betray our youth 

and our nation. If we can take proper care of our youth, as we are 
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calledupon to do, we could effectively secure the future of this nation. It 

is painful when in old age one regrets that he or she was not able to 

achieve their potential or actualize their dreams and talents because the 

people the nation trusted to help them helped themselves instead.   

Ladies and gentlemen,  

As I close I would like to encourage our athletes as they take their 

bearing to Rio. 

If you believe, you can achieve anything, including the impossible. You 

are the spirit of the nation. Be courageous. Embrace your fear, no matter 

the size or fame of your opponents; and you will reach your own 

star;and raise theKenyan flag high. 

 

Thank you and May God bless you. 
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NOTES: 


